
The Life of Joseph 

Moving from Guilt to Forgiveness 
Genesis 41:53-42:24 

 

 

Back Drop: 

 

This passage is packed with lessons about life 

So much so that I want to sped the next 2 weeks really looking at 2 different stories going on at the same time 

This week I want to focus on the 10 brothers, and how their consciousness started to affect them 

Then we will look at Jacob again, and how he handled this turmoil 

 

• Gen. 41:53-42:24 

 

Again, I would like to go through the passage together, then summarize it with a few key points 

Before we start, we need to answer a few crucial questions 

 

How long has it been since the 10 brothers threw their brother Joseph into the pit?  Is this a long time? 

 

It has been about 20 years, 13 years as a slave, mostly in jail, 7 great years, and probably at least a year or two famine to 

flush the Isrealites out of Hebron to need help 

 

Gen. 42:1-5.  How serious is the famine?  To the Isrealites? What are the brothers doing about it?  Why?  What state are 

the brothers in?  How does Jacob address the 10 brothers?  Do you sense a lot of affection? 

 

They are really paralyzed, totally ineffective, we will talk about why in a minute 

 

Read Gen. 42:6.  Wow!  What does this mean?  What was Joseph’s dream? How long ago was it?  What does this tell 

you about God?  Did God forget about this dream promise to Joseph during the 13 year jail term?  What was going on?  

What had transpired in between his dream and this event?  Read 42:9.  Why is this significant?  What does this tell you 

about Joseph? 

 

Rick Hutching’s Incident – sometimes, not always, God seems totally ssilent, then He SUDDENLY moves 

 

What was Joseph doing there?  Was it necessary for Joseph to be there, involved?  He attained 2
nd

 in command.  Why 

didn’t he just relax at home?  Read 41:46. 

 

This is a great side note about working…when you go to new place, “ride-along” and observe 

Payphone division, USCC 

 

Read 42:7-8.  Why didn’t Joseph just tell him who he was right away?  Was this important?  Do you think it is odd that 

his brothers didn’t recognize him?  Why didn’t they recognize him? 

 

Read 42:9-14.  What does Joseph accuse them of?  Why?  How many times does he accuse them?  How would you 

characterize their state? Is it meanness and anger that is driving Joseph to speak harshly?  Read 44:32. 

 

Read 42:15-21.  What was Joseph’s plan?  Did it change?  How?  Even though it is speculation, why do you think 

Joseph changed his mind about what to do with his brothers?  What would you be feeling if you were Joseph and you 

suddenly were presented before this group with the power to have them killed? 

 

What happened to the brothers through this process?  What lead up to their awareness?  Where did the brothers end up 

going?  Is this significant?  What do you think they did for 3 days in jail?  Someone explain why on earth the brothers 

felt guilt AFTER 20 YEARS for their brother Joseph?  Does anything here really relate?  Did they know Joseph was in 

jail ever? Why did God wait for 20 years before he turned up the heat?  Does God like to leave sin unconfessed? 

 

Let’s make some observation if we can about these brothers and the process they are going through 



God has moved them to a place where their conscious’ are being activated 

 

 

1. God is extremely gracious in waiting for us to come around 

 

Can you imagine this, it’s been 20 years, 20 years of this sin 

Completely unconfessed, never apologizing to God, never coming clean 

Brian’s finally will to write honest letter to his father knowing could lead to repentance 

This image of Joseph using the process of calling them spies, then easy jail time, not 13 years mind you, but 3 days, 

to help ease them, not rush, but ease them to a place of apology 

II Sam. 24 – David takes census for 10 months, sin with Bathsheba Nathan comes 9 months later 

As God’s children 

• 42:25 

 

2. Allow Guilt to lead you to the Father’s forgiving house, just don’t invite it in 
 

What do the brothers do with their recognized guilt?  Is this a complete process?  Does it help?  What should they 

have done?  What could they have done?  What specifically do they say?  Hebrew word for “distress” is to bind up 

or tie up or cramp.  What vision has been stuck in their minds these 20 years?  As hard as apologies are, was it 

worth it to not deal with it? 

Purpose of guilt is to make you aware you are in the dark, use it as a thermometer to bring you to the light 

Snow White and the 3 Dwarves illustration 

Wallowing in guilt not only solves nothing, it actually creates worse actions (fear, etc.) 

Pawning off dog in Tahoe, crying over it – Kelly, “That’s OK Dad, we all make mistakes.” 

* only acknowledgement of sin in book of Genesis 

 

That leads to another question.  Read 42:21-22.  What is happening here?  What is Reuben doing as a result of not 

dealing with the guilt? 

 

3. A stricken conscious without Acknowledgement & receipt of Forgiveness leads to an attitude of Blame 

 

If you are at fault, and you let it linger with clearing the slate, eventually the weight of carrying it around becomes 

to heavy 

You will inevitably have to get it off of you and onto something, or someone else 

Getting mad at Betty after thinking through story of dog – wasn’t her fault at all 

 

Read 42:27-28.  How are they feeling about now?  The Hebrew word for trembling is to shake violently.  Same 

word as used in I Sam. 14 to describe an earthquake.  What awakening is going on now?  Now who are they 

recognizing as being involved in all this?  But what do they think of the gift? 

 

4. A Guilty Conscious misinterprets the kindness and mercy of God 

 


